
I Corinthians 12-14 Considered 
 Background:  Corinthians were people 
who lived in the city of Corinth of Greece. 
These people were Christians (1:2) and had 
all the workings of the Holy Spirit in their 
midst (1:7).  However, they were a very 
troubled church.  Only a casual browsing 
reveals a plethora of problems.  Having all 
the gifts sure didn’t produce great 
spirituality.  Paul, under direction of the Holy 
Spirit (14:38) wrote to correct this group of 
believers.  Let us consider chapters 12-14 
where the problem of tongues is addressed  
(yes, that wonderful “love chapter”, chapter 
13, is a part of this tongues correction). 
 
Chapter 12 
 To believers (1-3) various gifts or abilities 
have been given (4-10), but they all come 
from one source and come based solely on 
God’s will (13).  It is like a single body with 
many parts, each different and yet all 
working together (12-14).  The lesser parts 
cannot say they are unnecessary (15-19) 
nor can the greater say they have no need of 
the lesser (20-23).  In fact, all parts are in it 
together (24-26).  In summary, a saved one 
is automatically placed in the body of Christ 
and gifted.  Some gifts are more dynamic, 
such as apostle and prophet, and some less 
exciting or public.  Do all have the same gift – 
NO! (27-30).  In fact, the fruits of the Spirit 
are more important than the gifts of the 
Spirit (31). 
  
Chapter 13 
 The fruits of the Spirit, which are 
summarized in the fruit of love, are to be 
preferred over a gift, even a dynamic gift (1-
3).  Love is highlighted (4-7).  Returning to 
three dynamic gifts mentioned in verses 1-3, 
it is noted that they will all pass and only what 
is left will be fruits of the Spirit highlighted by 
love (8-13).    
 

Chapter 14 
 Now the Holy Spirit bears down on the 
abuse of the gift of tongues in the church.  
The correction begins with the reminder that 
gifts are given to help other believers.  A gift 
is not given for personal use (1-12).  
Therefore, tongues can only be right if they 
are accompanied with an interpretation so 
that they are beneficial to others.  Tongues 
used in the church without an interpretation 
will hinder others from learning.  Better a few 
understood words than many other sounds 
(13-18). 
       Verse 20 is a challenge: like infants, be 
ignorant to wickedness, filth, and evil; but like 
adults, be wise and mature about tongues. 
 The purpose of tongues (21) was to 
show the Jews God’s judgment was on them.  
Isaiah 28 is quoted as a proof.  Thus tongues 
are a sign to nonbelievers where prophecy 
and teaching is for the believers.  
Furthermore, any use of tongues in a church 
without an interpretation will cause the 
outsider to consider the believers crazy.  On 
the other hand, teaching will be used by God 
to bring the nonbeliever to acknowledgment 
of Him (22-26). 
 Rules for tongues:  
 1. Two or three at the most (27). 
 2. One at a time (27). 
 3. Must be interpreted  (27).  If there is 
no interpreter, then no tongues are to be 
used (28).  The rule for 2 or 3 in sequence 
holds true for teachers also (29-31).  All gift 
usage is to be under control: no claiming of 
an over-powering to allow a violation of rules 
(32,33).  
 4. No women speaking (34).  In fact, the 
asking of questions is taboo (35). 
 In Summary:  The truths on this issue 
did not come from God through believers but 
by Paul, an apostle (36-38).  If an apostle or 
one given the gift by an apostle does come 
and fit all the rules, accept the gift (39).  Do 
all things according to the rules (40). 
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Acts 2:1-11 Summarized  
 
Fifty days after the Sunday of Jesus’ 
resurrection came an important Jewish 
holiday called Pentecost (around our June 1).  
It was on Pentecost that God the Holy Spirit 
came in a visible way into the world.  Along 
with a powerful sound (like that of a great 
wind) and fiery looking pieces resembling 
tongues came upon men who had never lived 
outside of Israel a miraculous ability to speak 
other languages/tongues.  
 
Lessons from Acts 2: 
 
   First, who were speaking these other 
languages?  Reading Acts 1:5 we find Jesus 
promising the Holy Spirit would come upon 
“them”.  Who is the “them”?   Look back to 
find the noun of the pronoun.  We find the 
answer in Acts 1:2 to be the apostles: those 
12 chosen by Jesus.  Move on to 1:8 and the 
Holy Spirit was again predicted to come upon 
whom?  Read on.  Who is the subject over 
and over?   The men of Galilee (1:11)!   In 
1:13 they are listed – the apostles.  In 1:14-
15 others are seen with them, but the 
subject continues to be the 12.   
 So, we come to 2:1 and we again 
encounter the pronoun “they”. Who is it?  
Again consider the last noun, which is found 
in 1:26 and is the same as was throughout 
chapter one (remember that chapter 
divisions are added by man so verses prior to 
chapter 2 are important!).  As promised to 
the apostles by Jesus, so came the Holy 
Spirit on “them” and “them” only. 
 After the coming, note in 2:7 that all 
were from Galilee – again the 12.  Consider 
2:14, 37 and who responded?  The 12!  
Contemplate 2:43 and who was noted as 
doing unique things?  All believers or the 
apostles only?   The 12! 
     
 

Second, why the public uproar over this 
event?  In Acts 2:5 we find that God called 
the Jews, many reared in other nations but 
now living in Jerusalem, devout.  They were 
about knowing and obeying God through 
study of the Bible – the Old Testament.  They 
fully understood that God had declared that 
the speaking of any foreign language in Israel 
or Jerusalem was a sign of judgment.   
 Therefore, when news reached them of 
these “tongues” being uttered in the city of 
God, they came with great haste and with 
deep concern.  They were amazed and 
perplexed.  God was declaring through this 
event that His judgment had fallen on the 
Jews and Jerusalem. 
 Deuteronomy 28:47-49, “Because you 
did not serve the LORD...therefore you shall 
serve your enemies...The LORD will bring a 
nation against you from afar...a nation whose 
language you will not understand.”  
 Isaiah 28:11, “For with stammering lips 
and another tongue He will speak to this 
people.” 
 Zephaniah 3:9, “I will restore to the 
peoples a pure language” (speaking of the 
end of judgment). 
 
Apostles 
 Review: Apostles were the 12 personally 
selected by Jesus to establish the Church 
(Ephesians 2:20) and to give His followers 
the Word of God (John 16:12-15), which to 
us is known as that portion of the Bible we 
call the “New Testament.”  These men had to 
have sat under the teaching of Jesus and 
had to have been eyewitnesses of Him after 
His resurrection (Acts 1:21-22). These 
twelve obviously died and today we have no 
apostles and there is no need for them as 
the church is established and the Bible is 
completed (Revelation 22:18,19). 
  
 
 

1. Why were tongues given to the apostles?   
 Remember their mission?  (Acts 1:8)  It 
was to establish the church worldwide.  How 
could they do it without help of language?  
Also, why would adherents to the “Old 
Testament” laws accept the new teachings 
of an apostle without some sign that they 
were indeed from God?  To the 12 God gave 
special help. 
 
2.  Apostles had special marks. 
 II Corinthians 12:12 says, “Truly the signs 
of an apostle were accomplished among you 
with all perseverance in signs and wonders 
and mighty deeds.”   Also, Hebrews 2:3-4, 
“How shall we escape if we neglect so great 
a salvation, which at the first began to be 
spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us 
by those who heard Him (apostles), God also 
bearing witness both with signs and 
wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of 
the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?”  
Who clearly is gifted with special abilities?  If 
miracles, healings and tongues were 
common to any believer, then what were the 
special signs conferred on the 12?  Read 
Acts and note that an apostle was always 
present when a third party spoke in a tongue 
(Acts 8, 10, 19). 
 
3. Tongues after the apostles? 
 It was already noted that the 12 apostles 
died and that the office is no longer needed 
today.  A powerful inference to that comes in 
I Corinthians 13:8-9.  Note in verse 8 that 3 
things are mentioned, all of which will die:  
knowledge, tongues, and prophecy.  Consider 
verse 9 and see that only 2 are mentioned.  
One is clearly missing.  Greek grammar in 
verse 8 is helpful for the “they will cease” 
associated with tongues is that it happens 
from natural causes where the others 
require outside force.  The deaths of the 
apostles brought an end to the tongues. 


