
7.  Satan’s tactics and timing are 
influenced by our bents and our culture.  
The more we remove ourselves and our 
nation from the Bible and the church, the 
more we can expect demonic activity.  
Consider those nations where animism 
and occultism are prevalent.  Let us not 
be ignorant! 
 
8.  There is a tendency to flatter demons 
by attributing to them more credit than 
they deserve.  Many of the challenges 
and temptations we face each day arise 
from within our own nature (Romans 
7:15-25) and from the world’s system (I 
John 2:15-17), rather than from direct 
demonic interventions.  It is true that God 
may be allowing Satan and demons to 
have some liberties in our lives, but let us 
never lose sight of the fact that it is God 
Who is to be of utmost concern for it is 
God Who is in control (the story of Job, II 
Chronicles 18:21 and Luke 22:31-32). 
 
9. Some attribute certain conditions to 
demonic or satanic work like “the demon 
of obesity” or “the demon of depression”.  
This too easily becomes an excuse for 
our failure or disobedience.  God assures 
us that in all things He offers the help and 
the power we need for victory (I John 4:4 
and I Corinthians 10:13). 
 
10.  Some attribute all problems, pain, 
and pressure to demons.  Ultimately, all 
our troubles are the result of sin yet God 
uses negatives for a host of reasons, 
each to move us from sin to Himself and 
to fit us for greater service (II Corinthians 
12:9-10 and I Peter 4:1). 
 
And yet….We wrestle not against men 
but against evil forces – Satan and 
demons. 
 

We are the Lord’s army  
and we are at war! 

 
Therefore, 
        Put on the armor!  

Ephesians 6:10-17 
 
Put on the truth belt so to tuck in the 
loose ends of life and be freed to go 
where Jesus leads.  Be free from the 
world’s things and snares and be fully 
applying God’s Word to everyday life. 
Place the breastplate over the heart.  
Guard your affection toward God and 
man.  Be quick to confess and reconcile 
with both. 
Put on the shoes as you walk in the 
rough world. Be prepared to tell them 
about the Prince of Peace as the solution 
to their need for peace. 
Put on the helmet to protect your 
thinking about Jesus’ finished work at 
Calvary.  Know that He sent the Holy 
Spirit, that He will finish what He began 
and that He is coming back for you. 
Take up the shield of faith to stop the 
fiery attacks.  Faith comes by spending 
time learning the Old Testament stories 
and considering the God of Isaiah 40. 
Take the Spirit sword of the Word to 
fend off attacks.  The Word is to be 
memorized and used, as did Jesus when 
He said, “It is written”. 
 
And having done all to stand…STAND! 
 
With all prayer and petition pray at all 
times in the Spirit, and with this in view, 
be on the alert with all perseverance and 
petition for all the saints.  Ephesians 6:18 
 
We are called to take position in the 
ranks of Gods’ army.  Let us not be lax or 
fearful, but obedient. 

 

 SPIRITUAL

     
     WARFARE

 
For though we walk in the flesh, 
we do not war according to the 
flesh. For the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal but 
mighty in God. 
   

 2 Corinthians 10:3-4
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It is clear from just a casual reading of 
God’s Word that spiritual warfare is a 
real and even common lot for the 
believer (I Peter 5:8). 
 
God calls Satan the god of this world, the 
deceiver, the destroyer, the adversary, 
and the prince of the power of the air.  
Although Satan and his demons are 
finite in power and knowledge, their 
capacities far exceed those of men and 
are thus of grave concern to all on God’s 
side [Ephesians 2:1-3). 
 
Furthermore, in this great tussle, we 
have the added problems of our selfish 
sinful nature (the flesh) and the force of 
our fallen culture (the world), which 
Satan can easily use as tools in his work 
against us. 
 
Thus studies in this area are surely 
warranted.  But interest in Satan and 
spiritual warfare can be over done and 
can even supplant God in priority.  This 
piece is written as both a resource and 
a warning. 
 
In Christ’s death and resurrection, the 
power of Satan and his minions was 
defeated and they will some day be 
destroyed (Genesis 3:15, Romans 
16:20).  As we live in obedience to the 
Word and follow the leadings of the 
Spirit, we need not fear the challenges 
and temptations of the enemy because 
Christ leads us to victory. 
 
Greater is He that is in you,  
than he that is in the world. (I John 4:4) 
 
And God has promised us the victory for 
He says, “resist the devil and he will flee 
from you” (James 4:7).   
 

In the modern spiritual warfare 
movement, we see and hear things that 
are not always square with Scripture.   

 
Following are some popular concepts 
and some counter points: 
 
1.  Often a single story or phrase is the 
basis of a dogma.  We must consider 
the entire Bible in using it to direct our 
lives.  The fact that Jesus had many 
confrontations with Satan and demons 
does not mean that the same is true for 
us.  Jesus was and is God.  The apostles 
had some encounters (it appears fewer 
than Jesus).  They too are not a 
normative for who among us have 
experienced the miracles that are found 
in their lives:  prison doors opened, dead 
resurrected, venom ineffective, etc.?  
Consider both narrative and doctrinal 
passages to get the truth. 
 
2.  There are some who teach that a 
Christian has the power to directly ‘bind’ 
or ‘rebuke’ Satan or demons.  In Jude 9, 
even Michael the Archangel did not have 
such power and in Matthew 12:29, the 
Lord is the One who binds “the strong 
man.”  Note Zechariah 3:2, which says, 
“The LORD said to Satan, ‘The LORD 
rebuke you, Satan!’”  Nowhere is the 
believer shown or commanded to “bind” 
Satan.  The “binding” passage cited, 
Matt. 18:15-20, is written to church 
leaders for dealing with church discipline 
issues.  The believers are called to resist 
Satan and submit to God and in doing so 
God promises that Satan will flee 
(James 4:6). 

 
3.  The trends in spiritual warfare may in 
fact be encouraging demonic 
confrontation rather than reducing it.  
Our eyes are to be fixed on our Lord 

Jesus (Hebrews 12:1) and our minds 
are to be set on things above 
(Colossians 3:1-4).  Dwelling too much 
on Satan may draw our attention away 
from our power which is God and thus 
open us up to attack. 
 
4.  The trend is to use a formula prayer 
for demonic deliverance.  Even the 
“Lord’s Prayer” is never referred to as 
something recited verbatim in the 
services of the early church.  It is true 
that spiritual warfare cannot be waged 
apart from true prayer (Eph. 6:18), but 
the use of canned prayers is nowhere 
commanded nor demonstrated in the 
Bible. 
 
5.  There is the idea in spiritual warfare 
that one can demand the name of a 
demon and its rank so as to be able to 
deal with it.  This again begs solid Biblical 
directive.  In fact, given the nature of 
Satan (a liar) how can this information 
be trusted?  Christ could because He 
was God and as such He was never 
once fooled by a lie.  But is that true of 
us?  Too often the believer places 
himself equal with Christ in this life when 
we all begin and often stay only children 
spiritually (I John 2:12-13 – few make 
adulthood). 
 
6.  There is a belief that Satan may 
establish a “stronghold” in a believer 
gaining control over aspects of their life.  
This may be possible, but there is no 
clear Biblical record that Satan or 
demons can take over a believer (II 
Corinthians 6:18).  He (the Holy Spirit) 
Who indwells a believer is greater than 
Satan and the Spirit will never leave the 
saint (John 14:16, Romans 8:31,35).  
The battle is the Lord’s (II Chronicles 
20:15). 


