
 
3. Infant Baptism 
A verse used for infant baptism is Acts 

16:15, which states, “And then she and 
her household were baptized”.  The key is 
the word “household”.  Infants may have 
been in Lydia’s household, but they may not 
have been also.  To build a whole doctrine 
of infant baptism on the single word 
“household” is simply very thin ice. 

Another cited passage is Matthew 18 
where Jesus used a child as an example 
and talked of salvation.  Read the passage 
carefully.  “Be converted and become as” 
talks of people other than little ones.  
Nicodemus also originally missed the 
teaching for he couldn’t understand getting 
back into the womb.  The point?  Believe 
that the Father can do anything and is the 
greatest – like a child does. 

Colossians 2:11,12 is also cited for 
infant baptism.  Here baptism is shown to 
be a replacement sign for circumcision.  
Since circumcision occurred on the 8th day 
of life, then it would hold that baptism 
likewise should be for infants.  Again this all 
sounds right except… 

In the Old Testament, circumcision as 
being a member of the Jewish race 
marked one born into Israel.  The “church” 
(called out assembly) of the New 
Testament clearly replaced Israel as God’s 
special work.  Thus the sign for the new 
group could logically change.  The 
challenge again is in the timing.  Infants in 
Israel were marked.  So infants in the 
church need to be marked.  When does 
one become a member of the church?  
When they accept Christ! 

Therefore, when one is born into the 
church or becomes a Christian, they 
should receive the mark.  A born again 
person (one who believes) is an infant in 
the faith and in the church and that person 
should be baptized very soon after  

 
 
salvation.  Like one born into Israel, very 
soon after birth they should be “marked”. 

 
Also to be noted is that with every 

baptism in the book of Acts, the ones 
baptized heard the word and acted and 
reacted to the word personally.  They were 
mentally involved.  Such a pattern just 
doesn’t leave room for infants. 

Does baptism protect a child from Hell 
until they personally accept Jesus and does 
infant baptism obligate God or the child to 
become a Christian?  No teachings in the 
Bible verify either point.  Infants are 
protected by the grace of God, not the 
works of men.  Also, believers who pray, 
present Jesus, and live Godly lives surely 
move God and the child toward salvation. 

Finally, let us consider Acts 19:1-5 
where Paul encountered some followers of 
John the Baptist.  They had been baptized 
by John, but had not received the Holy 
Spirit.  Paul informed them that the issue 
was believing in Jesus Christ.  When they 
heard this truth they were baptized.  They 
were baptized a second time after they had 
been taught about Jesus.  Their first 
baptism was not a sign of their faith in 
Jesus so they were re-baptized to indicate 
they were followers of Jesus. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 

Don’t fail to hold baptism up as a very 
important Christian activity and don’t make 
baptism to be more than what the Bible 
teaches. 

Let every person harken to the truths 
of the Bible about Jesus and accept Him as 
their Savior.  Then let believers gladly be 
baptized to show their acceptance of Him. 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Baptism is a doctrine/teaching/ 
activity in Christianity that creates a large 
amount of discussion and controversy.  It is 
of such force that entire churches and 
denominations exist over differing opinions 
about it. 

In days of old (not too many years ago), 
a witness in a courtroom placed a hand on 
a Bible and the other in the air and swore 
to “to tell the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth…” That statement 
meant that 90% or 110% of the truth was 
not acceptable.  Fully and only 100% was to 
be declared. 

In baptism, I believe that Christians fall 
often into the 90% or 110% areas.  Many 
Christians either down play the importance 
of baptism (95%) or make too much of it 
(105%).  Baptism has a place and must be 
in its place.  This piece is an attempt to 
show its place. 
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NOT ENOUGH:  the 95% crowd 
 
Reaction rather than Biblical action 

Those who down play or under play 
baptism frequently do so as a response to 
the over play of others.  To react to others 
is certainly normal, but it is often not right.  
The Bible warns us that to compare 
ourselves with ourselves is unwise (II 
Corinthians 10:12).  We must always be 
as Bereans (Acts 17:11) and take ideas 
and opinions back to the Bible and see if 
they hold up under its light.  

 
Actions of Jesus 
 The importance of baptism is 
clearly seen in a study of Jesus.  He came 
to John and requested to be baptized to 
which John suggested no.  But Jesus 
insisted (Matthew 4).  Now if it was that 
important to Jesus, how much more to us?  
Also, Jesus commanded that His followers 
be baptized (Matthew 28:19,20).  Again, 
does this not imply great importance? 
 
Acts and Actions 
 The importance of baptism is also 
seen in a study of those who followed 
Jesus’ example and commandment in the 
book of Acts.  In every case there was a 
great moving of God in those baptized then 
or in the immediate days following.  Even 
Jesus, upon being baptized experienced 
some profound things: the voice from 
heaven, the Spirit coming upon Him, and 
being driven by the Spirit into the 
wilderness for a 40 day ordeal of fasting 
and testing.  He followed those events with 
the first purging of the temple – a powerful 
statement of understanding the Bible, God, 
and holiness. 

To not hold baptism in very high 
regard is to miss the clear teachings of the 
Bible. 

 
TOO MUCH: the 105% crowd 
 The more common error is to make 
too much of baptism.  Three ideas: 
 

1. The Final Step 
Is baptism the end of God’s call?  If one 

is baptized, is that sufficient?  Consider I 
Corinthians 10:1-5.  Note the 
progressions: they came under the cloud 
(under the power of God – like being 
saved), then they cross the sea and were 
baptized into Moses (baptized), and then 
they ate and drank (like communion). 

I have been asked if children can take 
communion.  I say, “Yes”, if they 
understand that it is a thank you to Jesus 
for coming and taking their sin and if they 
have accepted Jesus’ work for them.  Then 
they too can “remember” Jesus’ salvation 
act via communion.  Therefore, the child, in 
order to take communion, must be saved.  
And if they are saved, they should be 
baptized.  Thus, one who partakes at the 
Lord’s Table should be baptized. 

Now back to I Corinthians 10, notice 
that although they were baptized and 
taking “communion”, God was not happy.  
Therefore, baptism does not set one in a 
permanent position of dearness.  
Colossians 3:1,2,5, and 8 declare that one 
“raised” must set the mind above and 
forsake the things “below”.  They must kill 
and put off the old ways.  So baptism is big, 
but it is not the end of the Christian’s 
obligations. 

 
2. Baptism Saves 
Those who argue that baptism saves 

have some good Bible phrases.  One is 
found in Mark 16:16a, which states, “He 
who believes and is baptized will be saved.”  
Now if we only had that phrase and no 
other Scriptures we would need to quickly 
agree that baptism is a part of being saved.   

 
 
However, the rest of the verse sheds a 

very different light on the discussion.  Mark 
16:16b reads, “but he who does not 
believe will be condemned.”  The first 
phrase indicates the importance of 
baptism, but we find the second phrase 
states that belief saves – not baptism.  

 Another cited passage is Acts 2:38 
where Peter says, “Repent and let every 
one of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.”  
Again, if taken alone, it appears that 
baptism is essential for salvation.  But 
consider the context – look at verse 41.  
Those baptized were those who gladly 
accepted the teachings about Christ, sinful 
men, and salvation.  They believed Peter’s 
teachings and then were baptized. 

 Numerous other verses teach that 
belief is the basis without any reference to 
baptism (Ephesians 2:8,9; Titus 3:5). 

 I like to use the illustration of 
marriage.  If I give vows to my love before 
witnesses, but exchange no rings, am I 
married?  If I remove my ring, am I still 
married?  Yes! And Yes!  The words bond 
me.  The rings follow right on the heels of 
the words as a sign, but the rings are not 
the bonding agent, only a sign.  So is 
baptism; it is not the agent, but a sign. 

 Consider the Gospel – the good 
news that saves:  Jesus was crucified, 
buried, and rose again (I Corinthians 15:1-
4).  Now what saved me?  The three hours 
on Calvary!  What if the sign, the 
resurrection, had not yet occurred?  Could 
I still be saved based on the work on the 
cross?  Yes!  The resurrection was a sign 
that the work was completed at Calvary 
where Jesus took my sin, paid the price 
demanded by God, and declared, “It is 
finished.”  Calvary saves, not the sign. 


