
 
6. it changes, it ultimately becomes a  
    worship service – every knee bows in love 
7. it is eternal punishment for non-believers  
     (We believe #7 is the Biblical position) 
 
Hell –  
man getting what he wants (“thy will”): 
 1. darkness – God's goodness is absent 
Matt 22:13, man rejects the light (John1:4-5) 
 2. bottomless – Revelations 9:11 
no rules, laws, standards, or lines     
 3. fire – physical punishment (Matt13:42) 
We want vengeance on those who have  
violated us – God says OK.  If so, God  
being just, allows the desire of others  
to have vengeance on us. 
 4. wailing/gnashing – disappointed  
(Matthew 8:12)  
Matthew 24:45-51, it didn't work, I'm not #1  
Psalm112:9-10, see Heaven and see loss 
Hebrews12:16-17, Esau wept over his loss 
 5. fire – passions/desires unmet (I Cor 7:9), 
will without restraint, unable to be creative  
 6. eternal – Man has the breath of God  
and is thus eternal (Matt 25:41)   
 7. degrees – more tolerable for Sodom  
and Gomorrah (Matt 6:11, Luke12:47-48) 
 
Hell – some facts… 
   1. It is ruled by God – not the devil!   
In fact, since God is omnipresent, He is there 
but He is not extending goodness, love or 
help as He does on earth by sending rain on 
everyone.  In Hell, there is no benevolence.    
   2. It is not unloving or unjust– what God 
does is fully right.  Job learned that lesson. 
   3. It is not a gathering of the good 'ole 
boys.  It is not the back room of a bar where 
the evil congregate to play and plot. 

   4. There is no second chance in Hell –  
there is a great gulf, so even if they would 
desire God, they cannot move (Luke 16:26). 
   5. God is not happy to punish the wicked 
(Ezekiel 18:23, 32) 
   6. How can God send people to an infinite 
punishment for what was done in the 
finite?  Because man continues to sin in Hell 
(it is his nature) and the punishment 
becomes on-going (deeper in Revelations – 
more fist shaking) 
   7. God is just in sending people to Hell as 
He has repeatedly called to them, so that 
they are without excuse (Romans 1:18-21, 
Acts 17:26-31). 
   8. Only one man has suffered Hell on 
earth – Jesus!  On the cross He suffered 
God's wrath for sin from noon to three. 
 
Hell is Helpful to us: 
   1. to motivate evangelism 
   2. to forgive enemies, God will deal 
   3. to risk our lives, as did Jim Elliott,  
       knowing God will make all right  
   4. to understand His grace, mercy, love – 
       like Eden's forbidden tree – a comparison 
   5. to help accent heaven –  
    as bad as Hell is, so great is Heaven! 
 
Hell is where all ordinary, common, “good” 
people go who have not repented of their 
sins and submitted to Jesus.   
 
And you?   
 
Psalm 2:12, Kiss the Son, lest He be angry 
and you perish in the way, for His wrath is 
quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take 
refuge in Him.  
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

“  hy will be done” T
  or  
“  hy will be done” t
 
We say to God,  
      Thy will be done. 
 or God says to us,  
      thy will be done,  
and we get Hell. 
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Hell is a much-ignored subject as it is just 
too difficult to contemplate someone in 
pain for eternity.  We don't like pain 
ourselves and we don't like pain in those 
around us.  We don't mind it for really evil 
people but not for most of those we know. 
 
A common phrase is, “he/she went through 
hell,” acknowledging both the concept of 
Hell and at the same time watering it down.  
Is an ugly divorce, a terrible health problem, 
or the death of a child equal to or like Hell? 
 
Then there is the thought of a loving God 
sending someone to Hell. Maybe it is not so 
difficult to think of God doing so, but Jesus 
doing so?  He is loving, good, forgiving, 
gentle, merciful, giving – He sends to Hell? 
 
Hell, as much as we don't like it, understand 
it, or want it, is a subject of Scripture.  In fact, 
it is a great subject of Jesus.  Outside of 
Jesus, little is said, but from Him – much! 
Matt. 8:12, 13:42-50, 22:13, 24:51, 25:30 
 
So what should we think? 
 
Therein lies a lot of the problem.  We think it 
through and make it fit our desire and our 
concept of justice.  We define justice/Hell on 
our terms because in our fallenness, we 
“know” right from wrong.  If we are honest, 
we need to consider what God says.  In the 
end, it comes down to my will or His will.  I 
say to God, “Thy will be done.”  Or God says 
to me, “thy will be done.”  “T” or “t”? 
 
Colossians 3:6-7 talks about God coming in 
wrath.  Just what kind of a God is that?  We 
can't define God our way; we must let God 
tell us about Himself in the Bible.   

God is… 
   holy – Isaiah 6  
   just and righteous – Genesis 18:19 
   faithful to His promises – Deuteronomy 7:9 
       Romans 12:19, vengeance is Mine 
       Ezekiel 18:20, the soul that sins shall die 
 
So God must deal with rebellion.   
 
Also, God, who has given man a level of 
autonomy to make choices, has illustrated 
Himself to man (the sun in Psalm 19), called 
to man (Acts 17:30), and even became a 
man (Jesus in John 1:1-2).   
 
And the results: 
  Jesus came to His own – rejected 
  Jesus went about doing good – rejected 
  The crowds shouted, “Away with Him” 
  His brothers mocked Him (John 7:1-5) 
  The priests, knowing the Bible, killed Him 
 
So, man refuses to submit to God and say 
“Thy will.”  In response, God says to man, 
“thy will” (small “t” representing man):  a life 
freed from God's rule.   
 
Consider: 
   Man hates God – God is love and ruler 
   Man loves dark – God is light 
   Man is a liar – God is truth 
   Man is evil – God is holy 
 
How painful for a man who hates God to 
have to live with Him for eternity.  How 
painful for a person who does not love God 
to have to “go to church” constantly to 
worship Him, listen to sermons about Him, 
and to have to serve Him forever under His 
rule.  Heaven could almost be a hell. 
 

Because of these the wrath of God is coming: 
   Exodus 32:10, hot wrath (and Zech. 7:12) 
   John 3:36, wrath abides on 
   I Thessalonians 1:10, the wrath to come 
   II Thess. 1:7-9, in flaming fire vengeance 
   Rev. 14:10,19; 15:1,7; 16:1,19; 19:15 
 
But what about God having wrath?  Isn't 
God sinning having that emotion?  Is it out 
of character for God to be so angry? 
 
Our idea of wrath is rooted in evil and 
selfishness.  Ours is flawed by injustice and 
limited perspective.   
 
But God's wrath is never separated from His 
love or holiness.  God's wrath, though 
frightening, is not evil or wrong.  It is a 
Divine displeasure with sin and a holy 
necessity to punish sin. 
 
We admire a leader who expresses 
opposition to evil and desires justice; a 
leader who is opposed to vice and crime 
and seeks to bring about due punishment 
for the perpetrators.  It is a hatred of evil 
that is just and we approve. 
 
We love movies where the bad guys get it.  
We want justice – the bad captured and  
punished:  Superman, John Wayne, Bourne 
 
So what are some of the beliefs on Hell? 
1. for Satan/demons only, all men go to God 
2. man is annihilated, so there is no Hell 
3. it is true for a very bad few – Hitler, etc. 
4. all non-believers go there for a stint to 
     purge their sins and then go to Heaven  
5. some believers go there for purging,  
     then go to Heaven –  a purgatory 
 


