
 
   5. Consider the death and burial of           
the "man of God"… 
 
     –1 Kings 13:1-32, The prophet of 
God was buried and the old prophet 
was buried by him. 
 
     –2 Kings 23 is the story of 
purging the land of evil under King 
Josiah some 250 years later after 
the burial in I Kings 13. 
 
    23:4-6, 11-12, 15, All false 
worship items, images and idols 
were burned. 
 
    23:16, The town had a cemetery 
and the bones of all false prophets 
were exhumed from their graves and 
burned. 
 
    23:17, "What is this grave?  It is 
that of the man of God."  How did 
they know?  Some type of grave 
marker? 
 
    23:18, The bones of the two men 
of God were not burned! 
 
    23:20, All the false prophets were 
killed and their bodies burned. 
 
    23:25, Josiah was a king who 
turned to the Lord with all his might 
(22:2) and what did he do with the 
bodies of the bad and the bodies of 
the good? 

 
So?   
The clearest teaching or direction is 
that the righteous are buried while 
the unrighteous may or may not be 
buried.  
 
Consider those countries that are 
not "Christian", how do they handle 
their dead?  Many burn their dead. 
 
Also consider 1 Kings 15:29, 16:3-7; 
Judges 15:6, and James 4:17. 
 
"If in doubt, don't!" 
 
If cremated… 
I had an uncle killed by a direct hit 
from a kamikaze pilot and was thus 
cremated.  He will be resurrected!   
 
While cremation seems to be 
contrary to God's pattern, it is not 
outside of His grace or power.  
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Why Bury? 
 
    1. It is a statement of belief that 
God is someday going to raise the 
body to new life. 
 I Thessalonians 4:17 
 

–Burial speaks of planting a seed 
believing it will spring forth after 
some days.  

 
–Buried feet east – the body will 
sit up to face a new day, a rising 
sun - the new world. 

 
–Buried in best clothes speaks of 
belief that the next thing this body 
sees will be the King! 

  
–Burial in a "treasure chest" 
speaks of the truth that God 
created the body and it is of value. 

 
–It is an agreement with Job that 
"in my flesh I shall see God."  
Job 19:26 

 
2.  Burial in a cemetery yard 

serves as a reminder to those alive 
that death is coming for them and 
thus a reminder to prepare to meet 
their Maker.  Isaiah 38:1 and 
Hebrews 9:27 
 
    3. Cemetery stones tell stories 
and remind those passing by of a life 
once lived.  Joshua 4:6-7 

 
 
    4. It is identification with Jesus 
who was buried, even in a borrowed 
tomb.  Matthew 27:59-60 
 
    5. A burial site serves to comfort 
those left behind – thinking of them 
in a restful place helps. 
 
    6. It follows the lead of God Who 
buried Moses (Deuteronomy 34:6) 
and Abraham whose first land 
purchase was for a burial plot for his 
wife.  Genesis 23:4 
 
    7. It follows a pattern by God that 
He buries what is to be honored 
(Deut. 34:6) and burns what is 
displeasing.  Joshua 6:24 
 
 
So why Cremate? 
 
   1. It is cheaper than burial. 
 
   2. It saves space on the planet. 
 
   3. God can resurrect ashes for He  
created all from nothing to begin 
with.  Every person ever conceived 
will be resurrected whether buried 
or burned so burning is not a 
hindrance to God. Revelation 20:12 
 
   4. There seems to be something  
morbid about weeping over a cold, 
empty body. 

 
 

5. It might be saying, "I don't want 
God to get this body." 
 
   6. It can be saying, "This body is  
mere dirt – it is of no value."  After 
all, "dust to dust". 
 
   7. Since people are so much more          
mobile and schedules are more 
cramped, cremation gives more  
flexibility for holding a memorial 
service for family and friends to 
attend.  
 
 
Why NOT Burn/Cremate? 
 
  1. Fire is a mark of God's judgment. 
Burning is a characteristic of Hell. 
Revelation 20:15 
 
   2. Fire was used by God to purge  
wicked places and people such as  
Sodom and Jericho.  Deuteronomy 
13:12-16; Leviticus 20:14, 21:9 
 
   3. Good folk in the Old Testament 
received a burial. 1 Kings 14:11-13 
   
   4. To not bury is to dishonor. 
Jeremiah 22:19 
 


